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Thne Nature of Moderr Arped Jombatl
. vy

General of the Army A, Corbatov

It is ebsolutely clear tha® witbout the seizare of enewy terri-
tory, notwithstanding the power and the msximum effective range
of modern cowmbat weapana, 1% ls imposaible to schieve victary in
var, Reaching the Atlant!ic coast of Eurcpe, the ares beyond tie
Pyrenees, or %the pemetration of "the toe of t2e Itallan boot™ will
not yet signify the end of & warld war, bBecause the bssic silitary-
economlc potential of the aggressive bloes is locsted across tix
ocear .

Ir recen® times it Ras Been possible to hear opianiloms that In
the course of seversl Bours or days 1% Ls possible %o perform not
only the baslc strategic tasks, but even the tasks of ths entire
war, and alsc that, "the example of the daplitalistic countrias,
acnizilated in the first days of the war, will erake - Jthuslase
in the rewmining comtries for its prolmmgetion.

. Oze cammot vesscn iz this wmemner, cne smmmot flstier emeself
with the Dope of an easy victory, amd it is Marmful 1o sit back com-
placently snd rely cpon & Showrt war. The sutliors Of such slate-

‘ meMthmuam,mshmm
nuclesr/uissile weapona, svistion, sctorised troops, and o mavy,
and that ROt we Bt Ve enemy, will stitack firet. If she \houghts of
these BWAROTS Gre Pprojectied, Wwo Ome a3 Jamvisde aesel’ thet AN

m.nwmwmwwmunm,

Y. Castilovieh. “The Thecry of Milttary Art 1o 1a Beed of Review”

Colleation of Artleies of the Joursal "Wilitery Thought~,
I et aern s
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‘ . will alss advance o lightenuq wanner and achieve victory in the very
| shortest periods  No, this cannot v, and not for the reason that the
Soviet peopir possess such clearly pronounced advantages as great
endurance, patrictism, singlemindedness with their Communist Party

and Government, but because war between the two world systems
cannot be of short duration!

Speaking of the role of nuclear/missile weagons, in our opinion,
it is basically wrong to think, much lees to write, that "macleary
misaile weapors have replaced artillery and aviation”. Nuclear/
misaile weapons increase many times the destructive power of
aerial bombe and artillery sheils, Dut cannot repiace them. Re-
piacement has not occurred and will not occur, sot because tn the
enermy’s tafaniry divisions the quantity of artillery and machine
gun tubes is constantly Increasing. but because the fate of operations
and war will be decided by the sum total of all forces aad weapons.

Tuhnnrprcmmwﬂhhmdmmorycm
the exclusive role of aviation or tanks capable, seemingly, of in-
dependently deciding the cutcome of the war. Now a sew
h:tqu«to&cmthalmsdenﬂnmmo
ties of nucledar weapons™, ignoring and belittling the role of other
types of armed {orces. And what should one uaderstand by, “»

‘ sutficienat quantity of muciear weapons™? Of this s0 one says any-
thing. and cannot say anything because thie depends entirely uwpon
Mw many suclear weapoas the enomy will bave. Mach also depends
on the extend to which the weapous are siiliully ueed and on the
Quality of intelligesce. Depending on this, % \s sometimss \mpos-
Sible even with the availadility of a large quantity of sucisar weaposs
to acBieve such results as ¢an be attained with an Inaignificant
Quantity of these same weapons

ka2 us turn to what s, in cur opiaton, & very tmportant ques-
tiom comceraiag the begioning of war, which should not be confused
with the iattial period of & war. Eves though the enemy’s combat
Gperstions started by 2 surprise attack caa stroagly nllusace the
course of cperations of ae milial period, the beginning of war will
e counted nevertheless ia wrme of several daye, and the imitial

. 50X1-HUM
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‘ 50X1-HUM
crind--in terms of montke  The inihal period of a war, by our
pe

accepted de inition, extends to the moment of fulflllment of the first
strategic missions There 18 no obiection to this. But when the

firsy satrategic missinns are piansed only in one variant, without
considering the situation, t. e | the accomplishment of missions

is eavisaged only on enemy 'r rritory, then we cannot agree with this.
In order that our military ar: might aot be one-sided, the fact shouid \
aiso be considered that the [irel stirategic missions can also be
talfilled on our territory, In the case of repulsing an enemy invasion,
especially in the event of his surprise attack.

The deciaton for a surprise attack will not be made by partia-
ments or cabinets of ministers of imperialist states, but by J to 4
heads of states ov posaibly even by one of them, from the cther
side of the ocean Their commande ra-in-chief may not even know
about this belorehand The regular, large NATO maneuvers may
serve as cover for 3 surprise attack. Prior to the moment of at-
tack. obvicusly, not even partial mobilization will take piace, the
normal operatios of raiironds and air and sea tramport will be
maintaized. and city life will not change.

‘ The posaidility of a provocation on the part of the Featagon is
aot excloded, when nuclear bombs may be dropped oo the tities of
NATO alties of the USA and at the same ticve the whole world will
be wdormed by radico that other “"Red' alrcraft are Deing succesn-
fally repelied at the approaches to the USA, thanks to the perfection
of the Amwerican antiaircraft defense (PVO) system.

R seed not be doubted thal the attack om the countries of the
Sociaiiet Camp will be accomplished. ot during the summertime,
as s wsual, but in the tall or winter, during the period of extended
darkness R may bappen that this will concide with the discharge
of older servicemen from the Soviet Army. when the drafted youngitste
Mve aot yot compieted { raining. ‘

R is necessary to aksume that all ground, air and sea large
wite of RATO, incheding various missile bases, aivcraft carriere,
and missile-carry'cg vessels, already bave sealed orders, in which

50X1-HUM
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are indicated the iratial and follow-up miasions, the departure positions
of gruund large units, the targets {5r carrying out missiie strikes with
muclear and conventional charges, with aviation, etc. led grders
will ve opened upon a specific signal. It alss cannot be excluded that
during the course of maneuvers, pricr to the signal for opening the
sealed orders. ground troops, aviation large wnits, vesaels, and
missile units wili be maved to those very areas which are indicated

in the sealed orders

Unfortunately, among many of our responstbie military chiefs
themselves the thought 80ill lingers that we will learn ir advance of
the strike being prepared and ths: we will have time to adopt various
measures. In our opinion, there 18 nothing more dange rous than
such lack of concern. It should be clear that we msust alwsys be -
prepared for the worst. But if we have prior knowledge of an attack
belag prepared, then, maturally, we shall be able to do much belore-
kand. To foresee all the measures connected with minimizing losees
mammmmumuumy“wmmmh
more difficult, but thought and work must be given to this now.

. R is necessary to suppose, It appears to us, that the violation
of our borders along the entire perimeter will take place simul-

taaecusly with all forces and weapons availatie to the ememy, and
Wpproximatsly is e following manner The air forces, sumbertag
W 0 30 thousand bombers, tighters, and recoRSaisennce aircralt,
will N1y at low and high altitudes individually, tm emall grogs, sad
in subunits of several tens of alrcraft.  Bach airerall, group.aad
subunit will huve Rt own special missions sooe Will carry bombe with
BIIiZLr charges, ulhers with conventional charges, and still others
with chemical and bacteriokogical agests. | the attack 8 carriod out
during the evening of the longest night, then the aircraft will returs
mmmmum»mmm.mmﬁ
All fighters will also ¢carcy bombe, in order to destroy a0 many of exr
troag garriscus, airtields. and border radar stations as posaible.
Thote fighters after several bours will aot only returs to their dasee,
But will also dave time to ready themseives for repeliiteg cur bombere
and to afford cover to targets. All reconmaissance aireraft will crese
e border simultanecusly with other aircraR to conduct recosnissnsce
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of missile launch siles. control and adjustment of fire of their own
missiles, the detect:on of new targeta. as well as the intersectionr of
our radar stationz in the zone of interior during their operation.

The enemy navy will be able to inflict nuclear/missile strikes
ROt only on sea, but 2lsc on land targets located along the shore and
in the zone of interionr of the mainland.

Ground troops, located in the interests of concealment at a dis-
tance of 100 to 150 km from our border, might be on the border at
dawn,provided the attack is carried out on the eve of a long night.
The enemy divisions will proceed along separale axes, Raving the
common plan after the surprise nuclear strike of breakiag into our
territory and disrupting mobilization. The rate of their advasce will
be guaranteed by organic and supporting suclearymissile weapons,
aviation, and land:ngs (drops) of airborne forces on the main axes.

Considering subversive activities as third i order of significance
in achieving the strategic goals of the war, after wucionr weapons and
the combat operations of the troops. especially in the mitial peried of
B war, during the {irst nights afier the attack, for diversiconary purpoees,

‘ our probabls enemies vuxtwmngrmmhhwmnmchny
traimed, from amoag displaced persons BSpecial atrcraft will disperse
teas of millions of leaflets, prumarily ia e countries of the Pecples’
Democracies, Wwith a3 appeal to the population 1o aud the NATO troope.
0 lsave work ta esterprises, and to depart from the cities 0 secape
mciear attack.

R must be soted that a surprise attack provides the enemy certatn
advantages which will be more appreciable f we PrOPATE OurINives
-~ poorly for repeliing the strikes. Therefore. it is essential to eavisage,
. mmm,mamm»vmhmu.hrm

~~-eXpediently dalorehand to tind altersate sites for Dorder radar
mum:mmymuummmumhw
of an alert, lnaving mock-ups at the old sites;

=~~~ the time of NATO trocp massuvers which are by their sature
suapicious, bmmmm&uum'lpmm
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on exercises o the field and 1o take ammunition with them; SOX1-HUM

---while conducting regular reduction of the armed f
! : orces, to
:irive not zm;;ave in one city entire large units, to avoid by every
eans possible tie incation of large headquarters in cities
be primary subjects of nuciear attack, vhich might

---ander conditions of the broad development of onstruction
of industrial and housiag installations in the Soviet Un.tou: ';t 18 neces-
3ry to try to obtain agreements with local authorities, a;d sometimes
tg turn for help alvn to the central ageacies to build military camps out-
8ide large ciies. to turn over existing military structures to appro-
priate agencies as factories, hospitals and schools and officers’ ciubs
a8 aparimeats lor the local population; ‘

-ty Rave copies of mobilization documents of the obiast
cmmm&mdmmmuﬂhwhmmm

center 80 tha! it might be to ‘
it e b possibile continae work if a strike is made

~~=in case of a surprise ttuckmahrﬁrmnn
. uumtdmchnvmwhhamwemmwm:m

mmmmmmcmumwmtm

Risslon of information concerning aa
BOCUTIty Wmeasures conmected with lhuw ACE 2nd to determine

50X1-HUM
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---it is essential to move our bomber aviation from the border
zone to the zone of interior of the country, since it will be needed
only for a counterstrike, and to turn its airfields over to fighter
aviation, in order that the latter might strengthen the PVO of the
Country in distant approaches to the maximum extent; the location
of not more than a regiment at one airfield will hasten the takeoff
of fighters and will léssen the losses in case of a strike on the air-
field; subunits of reconnaissance aviation can be based with fighter
aviation; ~

---to assign missions in advance to our reconnaissance avia-
tion for reconnoitering definite zones in order that it might act upon
their execution a minimum amount of time after the alert.

---to stop providing the enemy with important intelligence in-
formation. In the central papers it is frequently possible to see
diagrams showing new industrial installations which have appeared
during the last five-year plans; for instance, a map of Kazakhstan
with an exact indication of the locations of new industrial centers and

. their production capacities; a great deal of varied information character-
izing our econpmy may be obtained from republic and oblast papers,
' and some responsible individuals--deputies of the Supreme Soviet of
the USSR, speaking at sessions in the presence of foreign correspondent-
spies provide precise information concerning the types and volume of
production output and the location of installations;

| ---to train groups at enterprises in cites who could save the

| wounded and materiel wealth in case of necessity; to provide for the
formation of analogous groups in areas adjacent to the cities to provide
assistance to the population of the city;

---to organize the delivery of fuel by means of pipelines to the
western border.

The first priority mission in case of an attack must be considered
to be the preservation of the armed forces and installations of the
country because without this it will not be possible to carry out a power-
ful counterstrike. For the execution of this mission, wedpons, forces,

50X1-HUM
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1 tine rugn net be spared. 1his is why we must not alicw careless-
z arl nuct ceoncentrate all cur attention on raising the comtat
rezdineas of tle troops and their vigilance,

fa v
o4
v ot
e

We reject the oplnicn of cormrades who state that "upon the initizl
operations will depend ithe outcome of the war". Because he attacks
first tne eremy may have success in trhe initial and follow-up opera-
*ions, tut this does nct mean that the outcome of the war will be

predetermined.

One cannot agree either with the statement that, "after our
counterstrike the enemy will go immedistely over to the defensive".
The enemy does not attack to give up his goals easily and go over
to the defensive. .
The opirion that "the initial surprise strikes do not frighten
us because we possess a large territory, and the administrative
and industrial centers are dispersed over it" is no good at all. The
enemy will deliver a strike not over the entire territory, but on
targets of which he has prior knowledge. If we are to speak of
territorial dimensions in general, then the enemy, if one considers
. the territory of her allies in various pacts, as well as the expanse
of" Africa and latin America, covers a territory no smaller than that
of the Warsaw Pac-t countries.
7
Is it proper to reassure otirselves with the thought that after
our counterstirike, the enemy, "will have undestroyed only & border
strip with a depth of several tens of kilometers™, that "the taking
of this strip will then becpme the primary mission” of the ground
troops, moving at a rate of 80 to 100 km during a 2h-hour period,
and in the depth we shall meet neither operational nor strategic
reserves? No, this is nct correct, and we should not exclude the
possibility of waging stubborn and difficult battles, considering
as well that our troops may also suffer losses as a result of the
initial enemy surprise strike. It is inconceivable that, once having
reached enemy territory, we shall not encounter his reserves. But
; it is also possible that separate large units of ours, notiwithstanding
: enemy resistance and obstacles encountered, may penetrate deeply into
the enemy dispositions. ) 50X1-HUM
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The auvthors of some articles consider that the initial operations
will start with a small number of combat-ready divisions and that
reinforcements will enter later, or not at all. Others even claim that
there will be no need for reinforcement because the enemy will have
few forces left and it will only be necessary to crush them and occupy
his territory. Is it possible to have such absolute disregard for the
60 combat-ready and well-equipped large units of NATO? It is
not an exaggeration if we say that this opinion is absurd. We cannot
assume complete combat ineffectiveness on the part of the enemy Or
similarly, consider our large units approaching from the depth as
not providing help. Notwithstanding the large number of obstacles
which wll be encountered along the path of their progress, some large
units will advance at a rate of 100 to 150 km, and others at a rate of
200 to 250 kn, ina 94-hour period. As a result, even those large
units which were located 1000 to 1500 km from the border can be
included in the composition of a front on the tenth day, i. e., after
the front, having repelled the attack, advances onto the territory of
the enemy.

‘ The fact must also be considered that even after our counter-
strike up to 30 NATO infantry and tank divisions will be on our
borders, some of which will invade our territory, and the remaining
20 to 30 large units of those available at the present time will follow

after the first echelon in one to three 24-hour periods. In this case,
the essence of the first front operations (for a period of 2 to 5 days)
will consist of fierce meeting engagements, as a result of which on
one axis we shall overthrow the enemy and pursue him, on another
will conduct combat with varying success, and on a third the enemy
may penetrate into the depth of our country. These operations may
be conducted with the intensive support of missiles and aviation
utilizing nuclear and chemical weapons, with great effectiveness
against rear area installations, communications lines, railroad
junctions, and bridges, and with reinforced reconnaissance on both
gsides. Only after the engagements of these days and after heavy
losses suffered by both sides, is the tendency noted to go on the of-
fensive on one axis and on the defensive on another.

The offensive will be characterized by the rapid replacement
of one form of combat by another. Swift and skilful operations with
the use of all types of troops and good reconnaissance will frequently

50X1-HUM
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15 connection with the apgearance of new combat weapons, the
wrorizetion O LTCOPS, and more versatile intelligence, special
cignificance is acquired bty the rapid evaluation of a situation and
tre meking of A decision. He who resitates in eearch for & better
de~ision or who walts for direction from above, Will frequently bte
healell.

.

Some authors think that General Headquarters (Stavka) will
not, assign missions to tne front, prescribe forces, weapons, the
direction of the main strike, and the beginning of the offensive.
They Oppose the selection of the direction of the major strike as
an antiquated, harmful  concept. This opinion appears Lo us to be
incorrect.

The General,ﬁeadqparters?directives and orders to lower-

ranking commanding officers will also have their place in the future.
They will not undergo major changes in their content, but will only
reflect the utilization of new combat weapons. The selection of the
direction of the mein strike and the specification of the forces and

‘ wenpons for it wilil remain. Along this axis the basic strikes with
nuclear weapons will be inflicted, & large portion of the tank large
units will be concentrated, operational airborne forces will be dropped
(1anded), and the cervices of aviation and other meens will be eniisted.
I+ is clear to everyone that we are not referring to some sort of con-
densation of groupings.

The recommendation to refuse to surround enemy groupings and
+o form a ring around them, but to annihilate the cut-off grouplings
only with reserves and nuclear wespons, is unacceptable, in our
opinion. Up to now, the best methed to annihilate and capture the
enemy has been to surround bhim, and for this reason one cannot
dismiss it. In the future, despite the thinned-out combat formatichs
and offensives along separvate axes, one rust always strive to come
out on the enemy's route of retreat, o cut him off, and %o surround
nim with a portion of one's forces, while continuing to advance vith
+he baslic forces. There will also be instances when it will be
necessary for a portion of the

50X1-HUM
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forces to advance and for the basic forces to surround the enemy.

It is not expedient to create a compact or complete ring, but rather

to surround the enemy by intersecting all routes to limit his 50X1-HUM
movement; otherwise he will withdraw to a new line and will be

able to provide resistance even before the approach of his reserves.

Some authors demand that we give up the training of troops in
breaking through an established defense of the enemy, because . it
may be annihilated by nuclear weapons or bypassed. However, if
we do not train the troops in this, then with a shortage of nuclear
weapons and the impossibility of bypassing the defense of enemy
troops from the flank, we will find ourselves in a difficult situation.
For this reason, in our opinion, we must train the troops in every-

. thing which may be encountered in war. In addition to this, we do not
always know how many and which types of nuclear weapons are avail-
able in our depots, much less those which the enemy has. It may be
supposed that in the first days of a war nuclear weapons will be used
abundantly, and in the succeeding period in a more limited manner,
because the plants producing these weapons will begin to be destroyed
more rapidly than they can be restored. With the limited use of muclear

‘ weapons, the role of aviation, tanks, and artillery will be raised, and
we will more frequently encounter positional defense of the enemy.

 The mission of our defense in the future will still remain the
- disruption of the enemy offensive. Its execution will be possible pro-
' vided there is a combination of stubborn defense of the main points
| and installations with counterattacks, counterstrikes, and the utiliza-
| tion of nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction. The defense
| system will depend upon zones, positions, and continuous trenches.
In order to avoid a stereotyped formation, and with the aim of optimum
atilization of the terrain, the number of zones, positions, and the
trenches within them will vary. Their depth and design will not be
the same. In this light we consider especially harmful the opinion
expressed by General A. Gastilovich against the creation of zones of
defense and the continuous trenches within them, an opinion based on
the theory that the troops defending them will be annihilated or bypassed.
It is quite clear that if those troops situated in the defense can be an-
nihilated, then those advancing without benefit of cover are all the more

B §
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subject to the same treatment. General A. Gastilovich expresses an in-
comprehensible pity for amphibious landing force of the enemy on the
sea and recommends that they be destroyed by missiles alone. And

why not hit it with aviation and naval forces? He does not recommend
the erection of obstacles in places suitable for a debarkation of inflict-
ing strikes on the enemy at his most critical moment in the debarkation
on shore, but proposes destroying the enemy only on the shore and only
with tanks. This is completely incomprehensible.

50X1-HUM
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